
a Casa, Inc. was 
founded in 1981 to 
provide housing for 
battered victims and their 

children in Doña Ana County. 
Throughout the eighties and early nineties, we 
continued growing and started new programs to 
better meet the needs of the families we serve.  
Since our founding, we have served thousands of 
individuals and we now offer programs to help 
every member of a family experiencing domestic 
violence. La Casa plays a leadership role locally 
and statewide on issues relating to family 
violence, crime victim’s services and 
homelessness, through participation in coalitions 
and taskforces, public awareness campaigns, 
and outreach to community groups and families 
in need throughout the region.  

 Services are provided in Las Cruces and in 
Anthony, Chaparral, and Sunland Park.  The 
shelter in Las Cruces, which can shelter 45 
women and children in sixteen bedrooms at any 
given time, has been at full capacity several times 
since the completion of our new facility in the 
spring of 1996.    All services in Las Cruces are 
provided in the one 17,000 square-foot building 
donated by the New Mexico National Guard and 
the City of Las Cruces. Services beyond 
emergency shelter include counseling for victims, 
their children, and perpetrators; transitional 
housing; and advocacy with the courts and other 
community organizations. The fact that nearly all 
services are provided under one roof is a major 
strength of La Casa, allowing for better provision 
of support and coordination of services. 

 Whereas, The Board of Directors and Staff 
of La Casa, Inc. are committed to working 
against violence toward women.  Our belief is 
that the problems of battered women and 
their children are a result of both personal 
and societal violence.  We have dedicated 
ourselves to the empowerment of battered 
women and their children. 

 Be it resolved that, The primary mission of 
La casa, Inc. will be focused on assisting 
battered women to increase their self-esteem 
and to become self-sufficient. la Casa, Inc. 
shall provide shelter, counseling, education 
on domestic violence, and advocacy in a 
supportive environment provided regardless 
of race, creed, sex, age, physical impairment, 
religion, or sexual preference. 

 And, La Casa, Inc. will teach alternatives 
to violence in relationships to battered 
women, their children and perpetrators of 
abuse. We will provide education to our 
community, targeting domestic violence 
prevention education to our youth. La Casa’s 
goal is to promote positive changes in 
personal relationships as well as to involve 
educational, judicial, social, and economic 
institutions in the efforts of La Casa, Inc. to 
further the empowerment of women in our 
society. 
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La Casa-continuously striving for  
advocacy and action for a 
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We Need Your Help! 

 

H IGHLIGHTS 
T HE Y E AR I N R EVIEW  

are used for such varied 

expenses as: food, utilities, 

salaries for shelter workers, 

educational and recreational 

materials for the children at our 

shelter, and travel expenses for 

a Casa depends on the 

financial support of 

individuals, businesses, 

churches and service groups  for 

one fourth of our annual budget.  

 These monetary contributions 

victims and their children needing 

to relocate for safety reasons.  

 Please continue to support 

your local shelter and the victims 

and children we serve.   

Gina Orona-Ruiz, Executive Director  
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Individuals Served  1,748 
 
 
 
Shelter Days of Care- Adults      4,472
  
Partial Days of Care- Adults           10 
Care & Support Per Child     11,788 
TOTAL DAYS OF CARE                       16,270 
 
Hours of Service 
Client Support Services   1,848.15 
Clinical Counseling/Mental Health      17.75 
Counseling Mental Health     993.75 
Counseling Mental Health/Group         393 
Crisis Intervention 24 Hour              165.25 
Crisis Intervention Non-Registered      345.5 
DV Service Assessment           313 
Life & Social Skills/Mental Health    457.25 
Life & Social Skills/Group       825.5 
Mental Health Diagnostic Evaluation             2 
Socialized Assessment               2 
 
MEALS & SNACKS SERVED              32,531 
     



 
 
 

La Casa Offers a Variety of Comprehensive Services To Fit The 
Needs Of All Who Are Affected By Domestic Violence... 
Emergency Shelter Program 
Offers safe housing, counseling, and advocacy to women and children who are victims of domestic violence. Victims who are in 
immediate danger receive first priority, but we also assist victims of emotional and/or sexual abuse. 
Children’s Program 
Provides individual, group, and family counseling.  Additional parent training and recreational activities offered for children residing in 
the shelter.  The program also provides non-residential counseling.  Available in Las Cruces, Anthony and in the public schools. 
Battering Intervention Program 
A 26 week program for individuals with a history of partner abuse, either self-referred or court mandated, providing participants with 
information and practical tools to change those values, beliefs, and behaviors which support the use of physical, verbal, emotional, or 
sexual abuse.  Nine groups available including Spanish speaking only groups.  Services offered in Las Cruces and Anthony.  
Transitional Housing Program 
Provides short-term transitional housing for domestic violence victims and their children, case management, life skills training, and 
counseling.  
South Valley Outreach Counseling Program 
Provides group/individual counseling, support and advocacy for domestic violence victims and their children in the South and North 
Valley of Doña Ana County. Services provided at our satellite facility in Anthony, the Department of Health in Sunland Park and 
Chaparral.  
Outreach and Education Program 
Works to raise public awareness about domestic violence issues and the services for domestic violence victims and their families 
offered by La Casa, Inc.  Speakers are available to give presentations to schools, churches, professional and community groups. 
Specialized Parenting Education Program 
Provides education services to families participating in our programs.  Services are tailored to meet specific needs of families 
experiencing domestic violence.  Basic parenting information and key issues are discussed in the context of the individual and 
generational effects on children witnessing abuse. 
Civil Legal Services 
Provides direct legal representation and services to domestic violence victims in Doña Ana County, NM on civil legal matters at 
protective order, child support and custody, divorce and immigration-related hearings.   
Non-Resident Counseling Program 
Provides counseling for victims of domestic violence who are not current residents of the La Casa shelter.  Individual and group 
counseling is offered on an ongoing basis as well as legal advocacy and case management. 

To end domestic violence in our 
families and communities through: 
• Prevention and Early Intervention  
• Education  
• Develop Zero Tolerance Policies for 
domestic violence in our communities  
• Provide temporary, emergency safe 
shelters for persons experiencing 
domestic violence  
• Provide peer counseling, support, 
case management and advocacy to 
victims  
• Give support to communities to 
develop standards for law enforcement, 
the courts and legal systems to ensure 
batterer accountability  
• Provide networking opportunities 
for local social service providers, law 
enforcement ,  cour ts ,  med ica l 
providers, faith community, the private 
sector and others. 

What are Our Goals? 
Nobody Should Have to  

Live In Fear 
 Volunteers are vital to La 
Casa.  We would not be able to 
provide the many services to 
domestic violence victims and 
their families without their help. 
 There are twenty or more 
volunteers at La Casa in any 
given month. They may work 
directly with clients, or they may 
free up our employees to work 
more intensively with clients by 
offering administrative support.  
 Volunteers demonstrate their 
concern for others by becoming 
involved and no doubt return to 
the community far more 
knowledgeable about the effects 
and problems of domestic 
violence, thus becoming valuable 
liaisons.  The La Casa staff 
greatly appreciates all the 
volunteers who are such an 
integral part of our organization.  



A Message From the Executive Director: 
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A Message from the President of the Board of Directors: 
fresh paint.  We served many 
families and made many 
displaced families holidays 
much brighter by offering gifts 
and food baskets. 
 Our Anthony facility was 
provided much needed services 
thanks to efforts of Chuck 
Bisbee.    
 Past President Jon Juarez 
was an integral part of the 
progression La Casa enjoyed 
during my term.   We are lucky 
to have him on our team.  We 
have a very dedicated and hard 
working board that I am proud 
to be part of. The term of 
service for several board 
members has expired and there 
is not enough praise and 

ur efforts to minimize 
domestic violence and to 
bring awareness of 
domestic violence to the 

public's attention has been a 
difficult journey. However, we 
had assistance in the last year by 
members of the New Mexico 
Coalition Against Domestic 
Violence, New Mexico Judiciary, 
and Senators Mary Kay Papen 
and Dede Feldman. Domestic 
violence was a priority at the 
2003 session and all of the bills 
we supported were signed by 
Governor Bill Richardson.  
 Many wonderful things have 
also happened locally.  The 
shelter received much needed 
improvements of new carpet and 

gratitude that I can give them for 
all they have done for La Casa 
through their many years of 
service. Judy Finch, Cheryl Nims-
thank you.  
 There is what seems to be 
never ending work ahead to stop 
domestic violence. La Casa has 
set high goals for the coming year 
to continue on its quests to help 
those who can not always help 
themselves.  Our new President 
Meryl Schwalm will be leading 
the way along with La Casa's 
incredible board. My time as 
board President was both 
fulfilling and challenging. Thank 
you for the opportunity to spend 
my time for such a wonderful 
cause.  Denise Torres 

domestic violence and their 
children.  All other goals and 
efforts must be met in a way 
that does not compromise this 
principle.  For that reason, it is 
important that we work closely 
with community partners and 
assure that victims can 
effectively access their services. 
This is precisely why we have 
emphasized our efforts this 
year  in including our 
community partners in our 
effort to end violence. Victims of 
domestic violence can't escape 
from abuse when they have 
nowhere to go, no help to get 
there, and no money. By 
ourselves, La Casa will never 
solve these economic, housing, 
and health problems associated 
with domestic violence. They 
r e qu i r e  s o lu t i on s  and 
partnerships far bigger than 
those we have yet designed. To 
work on issues related to 
domestic violence it requires 
that we collaborate with many 
new partners, that they learn 
more about domestic violence, 
and that we learn more about 
their services. 

he last year has been both 
a rewarding and an 
incredibly challenging 
year.  It has brought 

renewed and strengthened 
co l l abora t i o ns  w i th  our 
community partners as well as an 
increase in individuals utilizing 
our services with limited space 
and resources.  It has been with 
the help of those community 
partners who have demonstrated 
a sincere commitment to ending 
violence in our community that 
our efforts have made a difference 
in the lives of many for whom 
home is an unsafe place.   

Domestic violence is a serious 
problem in our community and it 
reaches many people from all 
walks of life.  We all know 
someone who has somehow been 
affected by domestic violence- as 
a victim, a witness or as an 
offender.  Because it affects all of 
us, it is important that we as a 
community maintain a no-
tolerance policy towards domestic 
violence in our own lives as well 
as in our communities. 

La Casa’s primary goal is to 
provide safety for victims of 

I believe that the role of 
domestic violence organizations - 
in collaboration with others - is to 

that we see and those whom we 
will never see. We should also 
serve as a reminder about the 
very diverse ways victims respond 
to violence and the very diverse 
needs they have.  

It is the support and 
partnerships of individuals, 
businesses and agencies in our 
community as well as our 
legislators that has made it 
possible for La Casa to continue 
our work.  Families experiencing 
domestic violence can find safety 
at La Casa as well as a place to 
decide what their next decision 
will be because of those who care 
enough to support our mission.  
Thank you Las Cruces and Dona 
Ana County for your participation 
in our efforts!  
Gina Orona-Ruiz 

T 

O 

carry out a vision and a 
plan for making the world 
better for all victims of 
domestic violence  
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A Special Thanks 
To Our Angels 

Golf Tournament Donors 
Barbara Ames 
Albino and Ida Castillo 
Don Dwyer 
Jacquelyn M. Edwards 
Judith Ann Folkman 
Gus Gandara, Jr. 
Carmen E. Garza, Attorney at Law 
Paul Gradwohl 
Mack Haley 
Eric & Deborah Hanssen 
Stan Hanssen 
Louis Henson 
Larry Hunt 
Peter Ingeborg 
Satish Kamat 
Doris Knight 
Harry C. McCaffrey 
C.R. and Sigrid Merolla 
John D. Phillips 
Patricia Shemenske 
James Struss 
Raquel Torres 
1st National Bank 1st National Bank 
Associated Network Specialists Casa 
Mexicana Enterprises, Inc. City of Las 
Cruces 
Clean Sweep Enterprises  
Diemer Building & Remodeling 
Everett & Flesher, P.C. 
Finish Line 
Grace Requires Understanding 
Holmes Attorney at Law 
It's Burger Time  
Jaime Stull Storage 
Kratz Tree 
La Posta de Mesilla 
Las Cruces Toyota 
Matrix Capital Bank 
Perry Construction 
Sandoval Dodge 
Scoggin Blue & Assoicates 
Studio D. Architects, PA  
Swchwalm, Martos & Co. P.C. 
The Gregg Martin Agency 
Wells Fargo Bank of NM 
Our Individual Donors 
Mary Adams 
James & Dorothy Andress 
Dennis Applegate 
Elsa Baker 
Peter & Emily Bennett 
Charles & Sarah Bisbee 
Pamela Blevins 
Barbara Briggs 
Len E. & Betty B. Carter 
Greg & Caroline Cates 
Karin Davidson 
Gary James Decker 
John & Angie DeRuyter 
Jan Farmer 

Individual Donors (cont) 
Remijia L. Cedillo 
Karin Davidson 
Gary James Decker 
John & Angie DeRuyter 
James & Kathryn Fahrbach 
Jan Farmer 
SFC Figueroa 
Catherine Foster 
Ruth & Charles Gable 
Eddie & Rosie Gamboa 
Jeanette Garcia 
Fran Harbeck 
Josh Harrington 
Barbara Hershey 
Alegra T. Howell 
Charlotte Lipson 
Patricia Kratz 
Glenn D. Kuehn 
Sandra Kae Laggerty 
Steven & Meredith Loring 
Raul & Rose Lujan 
William & Wanda Mattiace 
Marlene E. Mayfield 
Billy & Patricia McAdams 
Betty McGee 
Dianne McLeod 
Doris McNeily 
Eugene C. Mitchell 
Elizabeth B. Monagle 
Albert Moncada 
Blanca Morales-Pena 
Eugene C. Mitchell 
Tim Patrick 
Harry H. & Mary S. Pearson 
William & Wanda Peckham 
Donald & Lois Peterson 
Betty Jean Phillips 
Katherine Porter 
Dorothy Rice 
Lorenza R. Rubio 
Sheila Sachs 
Paulina Salopek 
James Saunders 
Jill Schroder 
Myrle & Jeanie Schwalm 
Carol L. Shea 
Tom & Lacy Simpson 
Ryan Steinmetz 
Juan J. Strouse 
Jay Sullivan 
Robert Voss 
Pat Vossman 
Elizabeth Walsh 
Bob W. & Clarinda Watkins 
Elaine Webber 
Beverly Williams 
Vagina Monologues 

Corporate Donors 
Albertsons 
Aldershot of NM 
Allstate  
American Society of Women Accountants 
B & B Consultants 
B.P.O.E. #1119 Gaming Operations 
Bates Law Firm 
Calvary Baptist Church 
Catholic Diocese of Las Cruces 
Children, Youth and Families Department 
City of Las Cruces 
Crime Victim’s Reparation Commission 
Department of Justice 
Dona Ana County Sheriff’s Department 
Dona Ana Daylight Lodge AF & AM 
El Paso Electric Company 
Families & Youth, Inc. 
FEMA 
First Presbyterian Church 
First Union Bank of Delaware 
Gadsden Retired Employees Assn 
Global Refurbishment Corporation 
Holy Family Catholic Church 
Housing and Urban Development 
Immaculate Heart of Mary Cathedral 
Jackson Hewitt 
Las Cruces Public Schools 
Las Sembradoras Garden Club 
Loyal Order of Moose 
Mastery in Life Center 
Merrill Lynch 
Morgan Stanley Annual Appeal 
Mortgage Finance Authority 
Mountain View Regional Medical Center 
Munson Quilters 
New Mexico Attorney General’s Office 
New Mexico Coalition Against DV 
Pipe Vine, Inc. 
Preceptor Omega 
R/W Bowman Corporation 
Robert Meyer, Attorney at Law 
Roberto’s 
Saenz & Torres 
St. Paul Ruth Isaacs Circle 
St. Paul's United Methodist Women 
State National Bank 
Stocker Foundation 
Target 
The Emerald Isle 
Third Judicial District Attorney’s Office 
Three Crosses Lioness Club 
Tresco  
U.U. Women's Alliance 
United Way  
University United Methodist Church 
Verizon 
Wal-Mart Foundation 



La Casa, Inc. is a United Way Agency 

La Casa, Inc. 
P.O. Box 2463 
Las Cruces, NM 88004 
 

 

La Casa Guild 
 

2002—2003 Officers 
 

Linda Marr, President 
Sandy Larcher, Vice President 
Amy Bush, Secretary 
Pascale Blue, Treasurer 
Cookie Stephan, Past President 

La Casa Board Of Directors 
 

Denise Torres, President 
Jon Juarez, Past President 
Myrle Schwalm, President Elect 
Lacy Simpson, Secretary 
Charles Bisbee, Treasurer 
Linda Marr, Guild President 
Fred Upshaw 
Ginny Richards 
Cheryl Nims 
Judy Finch 
Sally Bisbee 
Adrian Edwards 
Satya Krishnan 
Nancy Cross 
Linda Astorga 
Glynnis Davis 
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